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and the Emperor Baldwin II had been favourably received
at the court of Manfred, the king of Sicily.   The situation
became still more grave when Charles of Anjou became
master of southern Italy (1266).   In 1267, by the treaty of
Viterbo, the new sovereign forced Baldwin II to surrender
to him all his rights over the Latin Empire and married his
daughter to the son of the fallen Emperor. By the marriage
of his son to the heiress of Villehardouin he made sure of
the suzerainty and eventual possession of the principality of
Achaia.   Soon his ambitious designs on the East and his
policy towards Byzantium became even more clearly mani-
fest. He seized Corfu (1267), sent troops into the Pelopon-
nesus, occupied Durazzo and the coast of Epirus (1272),
and even assumed the title of King of Albania. At the same
time he allied himself with all the enemies of the Empire in
the Balkans.  Bulgarian and Serbian ambassadors appeared
at Naples; the despot of Epirus and the prince of Great
Wallachia promised their support to the Angevin sovereign.
In this terrible crisis Michael VIII showed his diplomatic
skill by preventing a general coalition of the West against
Byzantium. At first, to obviate this danger, he had thought
of soliciting the help of St, Louis, and had sent ambassadors
to ask for his intervention 'in support of the reunion of the
Greek and Roman Churches'.  After the death of the king
he adopted the same policy in dealing with the Papacy.
Adroitly taking advantage of the anxiety of the sovereign
pontiff, who had no wish to see an unlimited increase in the
power of Charles of Anjou, and playing upon the constant
desire of the Papacy to re-establish the authority of Rome
over the Greek Church, he concluded with Gregory X, at
the Council of Lyons (1274), the agreement by which the
Eastern Church was again subjected to the Papacy.  But in
exchange Michael VIII obtained the assurance that Con-
stantinople should be his without dispute, that he should be
left a free hand in the East, and that, to reconquer territory
that had once been part of the Empire, he should be allowed
to fight even the Latins themselves. Thus, in 1274, he took
the offensive in Epirus against the Angevin troops; he inter-
vened in Thessaly where he besieged Neopatras (1276); he
fought the Venetians in Euboea and made further advances